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IV of the Act who must move as a di-
rect result of the length-of- occupancy
restriction under §578.79; or

(E) HUD determines that the person
was not displaced as a direct result of
acquisition, rehabilitation, or demoli-
tion for the project.

(iv) The recipient may request, at
any time, HUD’s determination of
whether a displacement is or would be
covered under this section.

(3) Initiation of negotiations. For pur-
poses of determining the formula for
computing replacement housing pay-
ment assistance to be provided to a dis-
placed person pursuant to this section,
if the displacement is a direct result of
privately undertaken rehabilitation,
demolition, or acquisition of the real
property, ‘‘initiation of negotiations”
means the execution of the agreement
between the recipient and the sub-
recipient, or between the recipient (or
subrecipient, as applicable) and the
person owning or controlling the prop-
erty. In the case of an option contract
to acquire property, the initiation of
negotiations does not become effective
until execution of a written agreement
that creates a legally enforceable com-
mitment to proceed with the purchase,
such as a purchase agreement.

(d) Real property acquisition require-
ments. Except for acquisitions described
in 49 CFR 24.101(b)(1) through (5), the
URA and the requirements of 49 CFR
part 24, subpart B apply to any acquisi-
tion of real property for a project
where there are Continuum of Care
funds in any part of the project costs.

(e) Appeals. A person who disagrees
with the recipient’s (or subrecipient’s,
if applicable) determination concerning
whether the person qualifies as a dis-
placed person, or the amount of reloca-
tion assistance for which the person is
eligible, may file a written appeal of
that determination with the recipient
(see 49 CFR 24.10). A low-income person
who is dissatisfied with the recipient’s
determination on his or her appeal may
submit a written request for review of
that determination to the local HUD
field office.

§578.85 Timeliness standards.

(a) In general. Recipients must ini-
tiate approved activities and projects
promptly.

§578.87

(b) Construction activities. Recipients
of funds for rehabilitation or new con-
struction must meet the following
standards:

(1) Construction activities must
begin within 9 months of the later of
signing of the grant agreement or of
signing an addendum to the grant
agreement authorizing use of grant
funds for the project.

(2) Construction activities must be
completed within 24 months of signing
the grant agreement.

(3) Activities that cannot begin until
after construction activities are com-
pleted must begin within 3 months of
the date that construction activities
are completed.

(c) Distribution. A recipient that re-
ceives funds through this part must:

(1) Distribute the funds to subrecipi-
ents (in advance of expenditures by the
subrecipients);

(2) Distribute the appropriate portion
of the funds to a subrecipient no later
than 45 days after receiving an approv-
able request for such distribution from
the subrecipient; and

(3) Draw down funds at least once per
quarter of the program year, after eli-
gible activities commence.

§578.87 Limitation on use of funds.

(a) Maintenance of effort. No assist-
ance provided under this part (or any
State or local government funds used
to supplement this assistance) may be
used to replace State or local funds
previously used, or designated for use,
to assist homeless persons.

(b) Faith-based activities. (1) Equal
treatment of program participants and
program beneficiaries. (i) Program pavtici-
pants. Organizations that are religious
or faith-based are eligible, on the same
basis as any other organization, to par-
ticipate in the Continuum of Care pro-
gram. Neither the Federal Government
nor a State or local government receiv-
ing funds under the Continuum of Care
program shall discriminate against an
organization on the basis of the organi-
zation’s religious character or affili-
ation. Recipients and subrecipients of
program funds shall not, in providing
program assistance, discriminate
against a program participant or pro-
spective program participant on the
basis of religion or religious belief.
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